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DATE__3-14-01
s8.b] *4
To: walt@midrivers com: RHEINERT@LCLINK. COM, GOODWING. DUANEG@GMAIL COM;

grt3177@smitel com; HENDRICKHD 14@YAHOO.COM; NORM@RANGEWEB NET,
SMENDENHALL@INEVA.COM, JACKROSSENEMONTELNET; CYVINCENT@HOTMAIL COM;
NANCRON@AOL.COM: UTCRIAMT@PRODIGY NET, SUEDICKENSON@YAHOO.COM,
BETSYHANDS@GMAIL COM; REPJPE@MT.GOV; BARVX@HOTMALL.COM,
KENDALLVANDYK@GMAIL COM; Subject: Oppose SB 51

Subject: PLEASE OPPOSE 38 51

Date: March 18, 2007
From: Clarice Ryan
Subject:  OPPUSE SB 51 - Accountability for Forest Fire Costs

It is totaily unjust to expect victims of forest fires caused by Forest Service Agency negligence to bear the
consequences of forest mis-managenent by that Federal Agency. This is comparabie of expecting the victim of
an auto accident cauvsed by a drunken driver to pay not only for his own hospitalization andior funeral, but also
that of the perpetrator.

The very fact that cur Congress paessad the Heaithy Forest Initiative and provided funding for forest fuels
reduction, the known cause of these intense forest fires, is proof that they endorsed the ircreaseo protsetion of
the WildiandUrban interface areas. This, in spite of the fact the entire forest was in need of fuels treatment, those
areas were given first priority where human populations were endangered by close proximity (o Federal forest
tards. A miniscule amount of aveilable funding has Wtimately been properly ansplisd as dasignated. We must
NOT CONDEMN people for their residence locations, when they themselives have taken invested in preper
precautions, to provide safe Torest conditions in their own timbered properiies. heither can we make DNRC
responsiole for hazardous conditions existing on Federal lands where the fires orginate, when the Stats

has performed the necessary thinning on their own lands.

Wherg is the justice in this bill?

Lack of suficient Federal tax payer dollars fo handle preventive measures is likewise absolutely NO EXCUSE. it
is the obstinent resistance of certain individuals and groups to the basic concept of PROFIT, that is the
fundamental cause of this entire situation. Free enterprise and the private sector had, through the years, provided
the removal of excess materiai from the forest, and dore so in an economicaliy fassible manner, without
dependence on the tax-payer. THE FORESTS THEMSELVES ARE CAPABLE OF PROVIDING FOR THEIR
OWHR MAINTENANCE, AND NOW FOR THEIR OWN HOSPITALIZATION AMD RECUPERATION 1 ¢

Let's get over this foolish resistance o logging, and instruct the USDA 1o establish policies, quickly, allowing the
private sector fo implement the Healthy Forest Initiative provisions, appiving approved pioceduras, as dictated by
the Keegan, Fiedier study out of the University of Montana. Lel's quit wasting that appropriation monay in
ongeing planning, research and endless phiosophies and damaging legislation while cur foresls cordinue &
deteriorate and burn,

Limplore you to OPPOSE 8B 51, Montana and its citizens simply cannot afford this serious misdirection of
accountabilities and financial responsibility.

Sincerely, . 17
C!{gw<,§.;m~
Clarice Ryan

253 Pine Neadle Lane

tugfork, MY 58911
406/837-6929




